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inscribe BERT es drawn, bu o. Weight 64.5 

grains. tater tse = I y Wi 1 ae The 

head fi - appeared e cents « of 1808-14, see 
toe 


Numisma #1, then or beoe half ce ene bf mi 6. Moto omitted by order of 


Mint Director Samuel Moore, ase the identification of new and old tenor 
gold. dates oe we roi] aie SE 7. eo 

For several de \ as sa of sr os quanti of Me Mexican, Peruvian, 

and other Latin Am acai -at least la guages; variants 
exist) reach ing vor we tat bn ha = c noensit ee of 
silver in te i pl feats d for gold 
bullion eo a Mexican nt-where e US. old-t tenor gold 
coins b sniSwrcth amk A fac 20’s ob ood early 30’s, 


most Philadelphia gold coins wer went crate Des who promptl ipped 
them out for melting. National Archives documents (found in early 2000’s 
College Park M prcua G 0) of this period men mention mass assays in 
Europe, in hich (Pari iS, 831) no es than 40, 40,000 U. She eagles 
perished in single melt roian Ww Sein quickly. Th edient 
which finall odie Taw was ab ie ficial rei of the gold 


Eagl ca 0 oy 1819 7 Fine) t 

733/25 ncoousst 8 oy he Hal Eh E nS ‘portion. 
This becam av eA of June “4 re eke ve, I | 
S l 4 , -t ld 
coins (1795-1834) of all ki Pde be ee Geieacee ny 
in bullion cc ‘content chy Gilt Ge tunnel cian to. induce the 
Geet pupiiort Seale fort the coins See tee than ship 


them overs In prep reparation | = suphs rs, Moore 
instructed | illiam Kneass to yaaa a ering ies for half 
eagles and quarte es, omitting the motto to enable 


instant identificatior n: All ae ‘gold c coins 1 this otte, none of the 
new ones would show it. See half-eagle 1834-9 for details. 
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Kneass, for reasons which may have had to do with uniformity of design in 
all denominations, chose to copy the old John Reich “Classic Head,” first 


seen on cents 1808- (7) see Numisma Gl ) 1793-1814 later on half cents 


1825-36. is eagle a = a ha a =I uUpsyepajon Dt Reich had 
designe ‘for gold coi s in 180 = > — oS one 


Breen took this as more than an coincide ee iar the new 
gold pieces bore this head rath ye Mr ae Reich 


"Classic Head” ents in 1816 b sad” pe al a. ugliest 
head of M imaty ever to a ane on an S. coin. Numisma (#2) 


1816- 1857. Though his reason es is undocumented, Biecrmmad some plausible 
guesses. Recall first tha that Scot had been a ta Rp edgier rior to his 
Mint employment—in the 17 80°s, on this basis of irrelevant skills he received 
the Mint Engravership, Nov. 1793. During the he decades following, he had to 
learn to make device punches copying others” d s; but whenever he had 
to eh eon design, the results cupid. maw rn range between 
banality and ¢ dity. Whenever Mint autt rities hired an Assistant Engraver, 
the appointees found thems eee rofessional wiki d iG eeaesion 
replaced by $ cot’s is 0 = he pent ly as 1807 
Director Patterson r arded ent the ap met a Assistant 
Engraver to improve « on Scot’ const because ’s advancing age made 
his capacity to to do his own w increasingly dsblom) For this reason the 
Treas SSO hiring Jo Reich, who had been six m2) vainly 
knocking on nt’s door Seti > > aes g him 
as the = csintger ‘in he USS. We may ar yhe Reich 

e 


becam aaa hee Sar an een et g a. icin vs Scot took 


this as an insult. s may ha ‘ony a Tat: received no 7 pele 
during 10. years p Ue sdgcet uty a em es ed Reich’s 

half-eagle desi; 1813 and his cen) 8 fessional sous 
See Numisma 1793-1814 dN ras ¢ e Mint on 
the 10th a bead peau of his appointmer SI equate 
pay; but the ersonal rebuffs Cdinoee C seis 5? looted” 7 of a 
rary con idering why Reich had been hired in the first place. After Scot 
died in 1823 , the next half-cents to be issued bore not any iw Beesiwhich 
they might have), but Reich’s old “Classic Head” 

So this androgynous effigy was honored in 1834 by Kneass” S dood oosing it for 
the new quarter eagles and half eagles. The flood of gold deposits anticipated 
by Director Moore began that summer and increased during the next two 
years; issues of quarter eagles (began officially Aug. 1) exceeded all 
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expectations. From then through 1839, more than 910,000 came from 
Philadelphia bearing this design, plus some 57,475 from newly built Southern 
branches at Charlotte, NC., Dahlonega, GA., and New Orleans, LA., all with 


oe i Be : oor Eset hi hig ast -6 alone is 


With su mint numbers, would expec the oins to be relatively 
acs d "grades they are alwa waa price; but 
2 e gold 1 = a ea ci went into 
10 . ther eing s souve Even the 
1 after W WI elded virtually non none in mi state. 
; wt (I) rr) 
mee Bi oh ‘Sana Head” is instantly 
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In 18355 a a ke an Sass a dies. 
Presumabl ry wey age 
completed e feet bin iit omit a Ghetiost oe in 
Gobrech fs5iicetiod this last, a ot slope back, 
very — msn a £38 Gobrecht a still 
cruder ingens ead,” but nm — = his 
new version of | = exfe ent. 


Howev i= adoption 839 of th as} a= con ncept— 
extended | Eagles in Nt obrec wis to si stan ‘ =" 
67 yeasof stexe y would: fo eye f Sa 


NB 73:82. 32 1/2 Dime and aa Sing =e ex 
Steigerwalt, ex Newlin, ex Eur scovery c nbery: 7&: (Mehl 
| }.. ibi 1 1/2 ‘So-called 


7/16/19) $2 ele ke i A aie 834 $2 a a Meh 
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weight o: of the gold coins 
standard ¢ 
from 67.5 grains to 64.5 grains, and modified the composition of 
by 1 lb the percentage of the alloy, was being prepared, the ci 
the Mint, Samuel Moore, made a report to the Speaker of the House on 
- uary 11, 1833, regarding the proper alloy of gold to De: sent Is aaa eae 
apparently hoped to have a clause inserted in the bill iin drome 
some silver to the copper used as the alloy in the standard gold, in order to imprc ve / f 
the color of the gold coins. He pointed out that experiments had established th 
a “gold coin alloyed with about one-twelfth of its weight of silver and copper ec 
bined resists the effects of attrition, at least as effectually as any other p ‘ 
Sea eaeec tare ee 
the purpose of exhibiting the degree of approximation of the color of 
Peotone Py ares ee ee ee ee 
gold coin, a number of specimens of the quarter eagle are forwarded 
report, to which the House is respectfully referred. (The numbers are designated by 
minute points impressed on the reverse of each coin above the head of the ¢ le. 
“No. 1 consists of 617% grains of pure gold, being the quantity at present re 
ired in the quarter eagle. 
No. 2 contains 61% grains of pure gold and 5% grains of alloy, making 14 
ff grains, the weight of a quarter calc of our present poate orn 
\~ specimen consists of silver alone. 
“No. 3 is of the same weight and fineness as No, 2, bet alowed ni nae 
in equal proportions. («57> 
S NO. DP hn co alta noni hncnnes pa thn cesteiling laa 
ith a 
PENS. 5 weighs 66 grains, of which 59.4 consist of gold and 6.6 grains of 
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1834 Continued 
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alloy, which alloy consists of silver and copper in equal proportions. 
“No. 6 is of the same weight and fineness as the preceding, but alloyed with 


silver and copper in the proportion of one part of the former to two parts of 
the latter. 


“The first four specimens are of the intrinsic value of our present quarter 
eagle. The fifth and sixth are conformable to the coinage in which the eagle 


would contain 264 grains of standard gold, consisting of 237.6 grains of pure 
gold and 26.4 grains of alloy.” 


Apparently all of these were melted as none are known to exist today. 
QUARTER DOLLAR. Regular dies trial piece. 
50. Copper—R.E. R.8. Two known. 


HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece without E PLURIBUS UNUM on the 
reverse, 


$1. Copper—P.E. (A-W 40) R.8. 
Sla. SS Bo RS, 
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1834 No Motto Introduction. 
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1834 No Motto. New type. Prooflike Brilliant Uncirculated with faint handling marks. 
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1834 No Motto 
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Proof. 
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Proof #3 Bement:277 is H.Chapman sale 5/29/1916. [See also P bk. ms. ]. 
Personal communication to WB from ?: 16, Nov. 1966: David S. Wilson, 
Esq. Mar 13 & 14, 1907 S.H. Chapman $2 1/2: 1834 Brill. Pf. (lot 177) new 
type, no motto. 

HB 2B (repunching gone). 

Proof #6 “Cicero” was NN 55:266 (penned by Breen). 
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B-2C “...not in original monograph...” See detailed description in Bib. 
below WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1801. 


Page 22 of 115 


“Booby Head:” 
Large 4 very close to curl. Price for variety with split berry in branch (C-1) 


mostly seen; 5c Brot vars ee qminNO 


soe phy GENA. PT A 9/19751801... 
not 2 aph ers... = As 1) 

Proo =ZNOADN 
mn SE55<2 






aw a. ' 


,” a oe 


; | He 
pou? S = fo) lo ee . é 


rr SP E\V. 
Ka (San CY ayy en ee 


kg 4 gas 
ep rtés, ured Ue ihe 
oe ae, elk BOTT Ff yjhenne. 


— pare S 1-€ aha YerT-P TAE- R vel Le Et. Che AR 
 Pdac- Bla.ce 

IS. DE ns agg gg oe it mv f. 
52. 
’ types Helm we aermee D , | 
oO wd "Fo Gy, eo 
ne a Ors TyTow | lie § Pa 

fine £, met 


 GaLF OW. U nents ‘KO. 
———— 
ae S4dimh. ALS ¥U U er Crew! Actua aM 6. 
s ie gee) (* a 
ese. Robe 
“haat eter ae As cS BP ae fey, 
th - 


Se ogi tigea™ ; Squsthed fe lt. 


ile ; 

J — 
Po = aan Ad 
1.“ 


URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


gente 


= iti. AL Ry ig of Lawl): 2a 


Page 23 of 115 


<<<<<<Locate details on two silver 1834 HE’s>>>Chapter 8>>>>> 


NB’s: Misc. catalogs. Source. 9 © <2 © 
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WB’s copy, in Bib. P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:568 ‘BUch’ described die varieties in 
detail; —:569 ‘EFpl’ B.B-1.—:570 “Large Head” ‘BU-‘ “Booby Head” close 
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B-1 Rev. Die of 1843 II-3 described in detail in Bib. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 


9/1974:1802. 
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1836 
Steam powered presses began employment in Mint, striking 1/2 dollars. 





Ill. is AU. A3 Head of 1834; rev. C. 
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Proof. Head of 1837. 


Photos of most varieties are not available, damaged. 
Ms. (2nd edition) above. 
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See 1834 “Classic Heads” last 4 paragraphs above for design modification. 





B-II-2 described in detail WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1803 —:1804 
in Bib.. 


B-III-2 described in Bib. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1805. 
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B-III (B-C3) described in Bib. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1806, “not in original 
monograph. ...”. 
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Proof #2 above ms. is John G. Mills Esq. S.H.& H. Chapman 
4/27-9/1904:550, ex. Parmelee:1055. 


<n D NOMNO 
In pers ication 11/19 o WB fr "Tl 1 lot 956, 
ol a d) ae El ; - = ee ie ra sae ae 
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touchin C ing. , e in pen 13 leaves[... “WHICH 
VAR? sete 0 ns cat. se es for WB. O > 7, 
P.T.A. rece 2 5574 B-B2 “VF” die desorbed in Bib, below —:575 B- 
C2 ‘AU’ die des ibed. > * > * 
< SS f as 3/\6 ae 
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ee) Se eeea~ = 
= elas a 
0 Or inte 
MRR RR 
NB 66:75 above. Why ‘the delay from 2122 103/23/18367 Ist. steam 
ome SOLS Se o<7o 
OC M=f- = ‘574, « FS, ne = 7 
52 ANA:574. “Just a Uncirculated. Lustrous, an with a 
broken obverse die.” Ge Mise pe baa ae 
PCA III 2/14/77:96 [3 pes] $3 ery F 35”: = edge nick below 6 
in date[...] — Fine-35[.. ..]dated 1838[.. ery Fine-30J...]. 
See Ho PREC RM ER Meme SD 
; a ad ee * e a in Biblio graphy below 
See WB . +PT.AS1 cow 
~C Re eRP oe ReeEae 
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1837 
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Compare Harry Bass Collection below. Proof. wh 
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See original ms. in Bibliography below for additional information. 
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1838 


= 


[ARAM PUMSEY MO 


Vii WV mill gE 





1-3. 558 
[47,030] 


1838 tiead. Rude imitation of 1834 “booby” head, larger than 


any of preceding, stars smaller, Not used on any later coin. by 
Gebfeckt (afer Kne2ts) on dn off day. 


\- 


Old 1 
j = 7 Ne . 
Jy G night, A-1, C-1, N-710 


Obv. Date timer, 3 very close to curl. nif unusuall broad and flat with 


JIN VV¥ZA 


very narrow short adentils. Double punching on Wi through 13th 


stars. 





* Rev. Same as 1857 no. 2. (Plain stem to berry, U very near leaf, ST 
low, A T apart.) | 

| Die states. I. ‘Recuttings on UsI? A, parts of extra letters on bb, 

| as in 1837. II. Recuttings dino longer visible, ecither die lapped 

or worn down. 


R-4, but prohibitively rare in mint state. John Rowe showed me a 
gem im state II--apparently unmathhed. Gilhaaten 122 Very neo cat 





2 Old 2 
Obv. Same as last. 


Rev. Same as 1837 no. 1. (No stem to berry, U away from leaf, etc.) 


/ 


—— "SC JIVEMS Ly L LVAD 


R=7 low. About 6 wor 7 traced to date. The discovery specimen was lot 


1440, NN S3rd sale (Philip Straus estate). 





oe 
HB 1-1837A later lapped 5S DaWMrDawyp 


See 1834 “Classic Heads” =A 4 a above for design modification. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75:576 B-1 ‘AU’ die described in Bib. below; —:577 B-1 


See original ms. in Bibliography below for additional information. 
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Foreign matter marks on cheek vary in position. Coarser edge reeding than 


Phila. mint. 1838-40 probably some coined from SI bequest 
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Larger stars than 1838. Usually in low grades; prohibitively rare in Unc. 

Three proofs known. Part of mintage yt probably bore date 1838. First 
pubis etree Caen WwD. < OO < LO 
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1839 C 
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Two obv’s. shipped Jan. 10 including overdate. First 2 vars. from two rev’s 
shipped for 1838 C; first [5,880, March 16] is from 1838 rev. 1. Second 


[4,860, May 16] 2. T May (mintage included Sos oS portion of obv. 
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1839 C Re Pulort's 3, Secor d abv. from Jan. 1 
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1839 O 








1: Device punch imitates 1834 “Booby Head.” 
HB 1A. 
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Original heavy bronze medal by J. Paulus (Giampolo) 1946 in Rome of 
Eisenhower as General of NATO. Beautiful patina. This medal un- 
known. 334”, EF. RARE. (50.00) 


jrh . i <a | HITLER MEDALS 


(All silver dollar size) 


647 30 Jan. 1933. Bust L, rev: Eagle in Swastika. GEMEINNUTZ VOR EL — 
GENNUTZ. Bronze. VF. WVO>. (35.00) 

647A Undated. Bust 1, rev: DU BIST NICHTS DEIN VOLK IST ALLES. 
Swastika below. Silver. UNC. : 

648 1933, Bust r. REICHS KANZLER, ADOLF HITLER. rev: Eagle on 
swastika with date on neck EIN VOLK - EIN REICH - EIN FUEH- 
RER. Inner inscription 30 JANUAR - 5 MAERZ - 21 MAERZ 12 


(50.00) 


Cross on Reichsapple. DAS GROSSDEVTSCHE REICH IST ER- 
STANDEN, 13-3. 1938 29.9. 1938. Silver. Extr. F. : (40.00) 
Porcelain medal 1939 commemorating Hitler’s 50th anniversary. His head ; 
67 ys" 1. Ry. Plain, in lower part two crossed swords, the sign of the por- 
Ae -+ celain factory at Meissen, 36mm. Red. Unc. (15.00) 
651 Porcelain medal showing bust of the young Hitler facing, in civil clothes, 
‘as he was looking like in 1924. Rv. Inscription, 40mm, pmk, work of the 
famous porcelain factory at Meissen. Unc. ‘UCN FUNLG plich ALt / 


BESEA Mey sTchen, eB. 
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PCA III “Beck” 2/14/77. Walter Breen’s annotated 
copy. 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


The first issues of these conformed exactly to the sperificalione of the Mint 
Act of April 1792, as did their silver counterparts. None bore any mark of 
denomination before 1807. These, like most of the earliest Mint issues, have 
their classical counterpart as far as design is concerned. The verification for this 
has been recently found in an unex ed quarter. The reverse of the eagle and 
half-eagle of 1795 shows a na istic eagle ae on a palm branch and 
holding a wreath of laurel in his beak; the original o this design is a Roman 
(First Cent B.C., matching the famous Augustea) onyx cameo, 
No. 166 in the Vienna Collections, No. 4 in Eichler-Kris’s catalogue of the ue 
cameos in the Kunsthistorisches Museum at, Vienna. This shows the eagle 

to ri but in attributes and workma bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the 1795 die. Later gold dies are less i tive, simply following the model of 
the silver coins almost exactly. 

Coinage was very limited in the early years for all denominations except 
half-eagles. No eagles were coined between 1805 and 1837 inclusive, face 
beeause of exportation. Quarter-eagles were coined only in small quantities at in- 

ent intervals, on demand. Even the half-eagles, which for long constituted 
the Mint’s r output along with silver half-dollars and copper cents, belie their 
coinage rec in that many dates are extremely rare, The explanation for all 
this is believed to lie in the fact that many millions of dollars in pre-1834 gold 
were returned to the Mint after that time and recoined, being worth more than 
face value. $100 face in old-style gold was worth over $106 in new style gold, 
and unworn specimens in the aggregate would exceed this premium. 

Proof gold coinage around 1821, that being with one Rxcention the 
earliest date we find. The Mint Cabinet contains both the $5 and $ of this 
year in proof, also 1824 and most later dates eer 1849-53 inclusive. The 
exception mentioned is the 1804 eagle with plain 4 in , and otherwise differing 
considerably from the single variety of the regular issue. There are two P 
in gold of this and about five in silver (AW23); no record of them exists before 
1869, and as early as 1911 the opinion was voiced that these are restrikes. No 
real proofs could have been made before 1817, that being the year in which the 
Mint acquired its hydraulic press and struck off the first proof cents and half- 
dollars. Of proof gold the majority of issues before 1880 are beet rare; some 
issues, such as the 1841 quarter-eagle, 1863 parte -oae ty 1883-4 double eagles, 
and the well-known three-dollar pieces, are found only in proof or impaired 
proof condition. 

The 1848 quarter-eagles with CAL over the eagle are properly exp tal 
pieces. The alloy is not that authorized the Government. The U.S. 
since 1837 was (per thousand) 900 parts gold, 33 to 50 parts silver, 67 to 50 parts 
copper. The alloy of California gold, and thus of these quarte les, is a 
oa 888 parts gold to 108 parts silver to 4 parts of various other m 3 

t is easily distinguishable by its brassy color. The CAL stamped on the quarter- 
eagles was evidently done while each coin was in the die, as Proskey says; th 
letters were put in with a punch, and were stamped in by hand, as their placement 
aiiters somewhat on different coins. One or two are repo: in brilliant proof 
condition. 

This is not the only instance of unconventional gold alloys being used by 
the Mint, for experimental purposes. In the early thirties the Director submitted 
to a Congressional committee a half-dozen pieces of the same $2.50 - 
tion, struck in (1) pure gold, (2) 900 gold 100 silver, (3) 900 gold 100 copper 
(4) 900 gold 33 silver 67 copper, (5) 900 gold 50 silver 50 copper, (6) 900 gold 
67 silver 33 copper. These pieces were marked above the eagle by small oe unch- 
marks. The idea was for the Congressmen to decide among them and to a i 
a mixture of silver and copper %> be'ased te \tke alles oe e them 
a good color. This was authorized in Section 8 of the t Act of 1837, some 
five years after the experiments took place. 

A similar experimental alloy was used in the 1836 pattern gold dollars by 
Gobrecht, A few of these were struck in ache with silver alloy, and some more 
were made in the standard gold (AW50). Though Archives records are lacking, 
it would seem that these coins and this denomination were intended for the con- 
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ists of Congressional committees who were then preparing the Mint 

Act of January 1837, mentioned above. This denomination was the first one 
authorized beyond the original three of the 1792 Mint Act, in any event. Long- 
acre’s designs were eecepenny Howevels instead of the Mint’s using the Gobrecht 
dies which were at (The Coiner used them to make a three-cent 
silver pattern in 1850.) 


For the various types of heads on the 1849 gold dollars, see under “Notes.” 


The first dollars coined in 1873 (both Unc. and Proofs) have an almost 
closed 3 an 8 and they have sometimes been mistakenly sold as 1878's. 
The Coiner complained to the Director about the closed 3 and subsequent dies 
at a _— cenvenkional open 3. The closed type is about six times as scarce 

e as, 


any brass counterfeits (and some in other metals) of the gold dollars 
and Mery a number of $2% and $5 in other metals including silver, are found a 
offered as “trial pieces”. Several of these are “need in Adams-Woodin, and bear 
dates between aint 1843 and 1861. No alleged ESipere should be accepted un- 
less in proof condition and unless the die work matches the genuine perfectly. 


Ee pepe pags authorized at the same time as the gold dollar, 

the double eagle, has an extremely complicated and interes Yagi 

Ben 5 “we can only brie’ nies to here. The first dies Longacre made were 

the Coiner as being of too high relief; the first trials were made 

, upon which occasion the dies are said to have broken. Longacre 

with the help of an unnamed engraver from New York, a second 

master dies. The first trials in base metal were taken January Ae 

first few gold (and one silver) strikes January 26, 1850; the same 

and these dies (undated) were not used for the ‘authorized 

in h 1850, but the third set was. By this time prea a 
end. The Seng January, on account of egal tas re 


ae 
Hy 


FF 
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ghEvEai 
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Oh cis Crag Longacre was threatened with the on a 

been approached for the En Se tbetae!d and had 
pees s post only by rushing to n and en- 
listing so fitical“ausiat Potatanen’ By 1854 1854 the whole touldeat — with the 
Ser eee One mystery is: what happened to the other 1849 double- 
the Mint specimen? One was sent to the Secre of the 


tH 


and several were retained by the Director and the Coiner. Moreover 
the 3 ‘gpecimen was not from the frst die, as itis notin high relief and will 

stack perfectly, which was comp against Longacre’s attem 
they ceeais not. Thus either the Coiner was lying, or the ‘1849’ was as 


e_ 


__ In 1861 a reverse die made by A. C. A was accepted for regular use on 
the double e. Its distinctive feature is narrow lettering. The die is found 

on two coins the Philadelphia mint (and on a few patterns dated 1859-60) . 
and 6n a few S mint examples. The die was found unsuitable after these coins | 
had been struck at Og and the Director sent orders to the branch mints 
countermanding its use. This order did not reach the San Francisco mint 

after 19,250 pieces had been struck and released, 


The other ae denomination, rivaling the hallanpiel of the 1820’s and the 
_ double-eagles of the 1880’s for the number of rarities, is the three-dollar piece. 
hE gl aca proofs of the design later adopted were struck in April 1854 for presen- 
Soe eraser All the coins of 1854 and no later ones have small letters in 
Proofs exist of all oy through 1889, and at least two dates (1878 

nei 1875) were accounting for 


farorlete the sizable excess of number 
re over number ori y ee and reported. — 


unfortunately, no references at res “which give much useful 
ration, ther on die Sarhitios or anything or the gol Seog Adams 

a very incomplete list of die warietina’ of the eagles and half-eagles 
795-1804 in the 1984 Coin Collector’s Journal, but many more varieties than he 
of ate been recorded. + 
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NOTES ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 





Half Eagles 
The many great rarities in this series would make a story by themselves. 
pe fake Roe geen mens are known of such dates as 1798 small 
eagle, vo 1819, 1821, 1822, 1 1827-8-9, 1832. . 
1795 Heraldie eagle. This coin is believed to have been an_ unintentional 
restrike, made in 1797 or 1798. The number of stars above the eagle proves that 
this could not have preceded the admission of Tennessee in June 1796. 
ace Only three specimens are known of this coin, one being in the U.S, Mint 
co on. 
ane over 4. The only one yet traced is the brilliant proof in the Eliasberg 
on. 
1832. Curled 2, 12 stars. The editor knows of only 
five ee two of which are useums. ° 
es igen o. Only two reported, only one seen (Col. Green, Farouk). Reverse 


1916. “We have seen one or two coins of this date evidently of the Phila- 


delphia mint but are not convinced they are not S mint coins poorly struck so 
that S does not show. 
Eagles 


The demand for the first types 1795 to 1804 continues unabated. Prices 


‘ seem well stabilized. We have given a valuation on the dates 1838 to 1854 only 


in very fine condition as uncirculated specimens are rarely met with and those 
of a lesser grade seldom collected. 

1804. Plain 4, proof. See under restrikes. 

1907 St. Gaudens. This design has as interesting varieties as the double 
eagles, the two following really being patterns but generally accepted as part of 
a collection of eagles, Of the variety with periods and rolled edge only 42 were 
struck, while the same variety with sharp wire is said to have been coined 
to the extent of 500 pieces. Two of each were melted during Mint experiments. 

The St. Gaudens type eagle has 46 stars on edge, 1907-1911, From 1912 to 
1933 there are 48 stars. 

The 1933 eagle remains a rare piece, even though several new specimens 
were recently reported discovered. 


Double Eagles 


Twenty Dollar pieces of the 19th century are very unusual in really uncirculated 
condition. These coins were made to use and are usually nicked and scratched by 
robbing seerut one another in page. 

1854. Large date as on the silver dollar. Small date as _on the cent. . 

1861 Paquet reverse. Two struck (Unc., not proof) at Philadelphia, Jan, 5, 
1861, at which time the Director discovered that the reverse die was too wide, 
the borders too narrow. He immediately countermanded any further use of the 


1861 S. Paquet reverse. There were 19250 of this type struck and released 
before the order from the Philadelphia Mint belatedly reached San Francisco 
forbidding the use of this reverse. These coins are now very rare. That t 
actually circulated is shown from the fact that the first one published (1937 
eame from a hoard in Hull, Texas. : 

1907 St. Gaudens. Roman numerals. The wire edge is not an intentional 
variant, unlike that on the eagles of this date, but instead a result of the collar 
‘giving way. - 

The St. Gaudens type produced in 1907 brought forth a number of interesting 
varieties including several A i ele Some of the dates after 1916 are of distinct 
rarity, especially some of the branch mints. All specimens of the 1933 coin have 
finally been returned to the Treasury Department by the U.S. Secret Service on 
the ground that they were not legally released by the mint. 

The St. Gaudens double-eagle has 46 stars on obverse, 1907-1911. From 1912 
to 1988 there are 48 stars on obverse. ‘ 
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UNITED STATES PROOF COINS 


The introduction of this new feature in the catalogue is designed to p up 
the fact that, like both patterns and commemorative nee United Sta proof: 
from oR of the regular types constitute a distinctive series isp ne a 


oe 
_ 


from the reaviag issue for circulation. Proofs strictly speakin speaa are 
fs eehor lished dies on polished planchets erasers er period ere ‘ 

Aner (matte) or sandblast proofs were fashion I, {f- 
ene b the Paris Mint), never intended as pepalirpec idly currency. y were ' 
tpolished-up rtraits’ of the coinage types, struck since 1817 for prege station to 
prominent als or fo oy Sea and since 1858 also for sale to collectors 
at a premium. Though | t , just as are commemoratives, they were never 
counted as circulating coinage, and this fact is substantiated by jthe Bullion 0 
Journals and other official accounts of Mint coinage transactions. | These con- i 


were, with the single exception of the Gobrecht Dollars, never in “pines 

rted coinage figures. Neither. the gold and silver bullion nor copp 

puradt ti the resend and atta proofs began to be included with reg a 
in the Director’s Reports in the sixties, the Coiner’s ear of prooft were still jaw ? 
kept and submitted arstmagtnd fade ith the medal accounts, to the authe ities. This weds: 
practics ia known £0 bave Beld at least through 1800, aad tes GomEMiOnuen £00 ee 
: pore Aen years strongly emphasizes the fact that proofs definitely form ho part of | k WAS 

coinage, but are a separate series altogether. 


* Up to the present time, with very few exceptions, the values at! nched to vt soll 5 
im) 


temporaneous accounts leave no room for doubt that proote (at least before 1862-8) pp 
4 


proof ein have not taken this fact into account. Such values have ordinarily been 
derived from the largeness or smallness of the regular coinage for ¢: ation, 


whereas strictly cpooina A the rarities of uncirculated and of mse coins of the 

same date and denomination m are independent, and 1 and the prices eo tly) should, ,V 

be also, Take for example the —_ of egedls small aa 
reported coinages, 1873 and 1875-76 bring pecs a high ee proof;\ while g-« : 
dates such as 1855-6-7 and 1874, which are much more is 1 proofs, bring far N : 
less simply because of larger quantities of coins rted for circulation.\The (¢e!” 
double eagles in the 1880’s are even more to the poin And in many other series fe: 
proofs are twenty to 100 times commoner than uncireulated exam nly cae | 
in the 1870's and 1880's; for example the three-cent nickels and’ doll Wop ete | 
between 1882 and 1887. The survival of mint state specimens is ly a mattéz) : i) 
SE pes wkncas Hs ceva hen were struck in large and ng 


turn up Panag higher prices than the rarely seen uncirculated exam 
We antici that th is illogical situation will pasion, correct itself when tha 
correct tive rattilen become known. - 


For all these reasons and others, it is expected that in future proofs, due to 

their greatly enhanced value, will be to a greater extent collected as an in- ve | 
dividual group independent of circulated and uncirculated coins of the same 

just as commemoratives are collected as a series by themselves and not m 
up with half-dollars of regular issue. This manner of collecti ming Bey 5 
significant when one realizes that the rarities among a series of proofs are ee a 
tirely different dates and types than the rarities among t Wan 
series of coins struck for circulation, and that many = "coined Ses = 
do not exist in specimens struck for circulation, or vice 

proof dimes, for Instance, the great rarities would be dates lil itke 1 1820, eed, “fre 
1838, ig ‘1849—53—all of these far from rare in ordinary condition; while 
dates like 1879-81 are rarely offered in any other condition but proof. 


The commonly published peers that proofs were struck only in Phila- 
delphia has a few authentic exce The genuine proofs from the branch 
mints are separately tabulated. of t them are of extreme rarity. 

Although we ors a fairly complete account of the erg Beas and denominations chat 
of proofs struck between 1817 and 1854, we are not pricing them in the present 
catalogue for several reasons. First, most of these (except half-cents silver 
dollars in the 1840’s) are so rare that sales of any particular items do not oceur done 
often enough to establish a stable price. Second, the prices they do bring do not 
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SURVEY OF AMERICAN COIN HOARDS 
By WALTER H. BREEN, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 
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XVI. The Baltimore Gold Hoard. 

In the cellar of the house numbered 132 South Eden St., Baltimore, 
then owned by Mrs. Elizabeth H. French and Miss Mary P. Findley, . 
there was found on August 31, 1934 a quantity of American goldpieces. 
The finders were Henry Grob, 15, and Theodore Jones, 16. Initial count 
made at the time of finding showed that the hoard contained between 
eleven and twelve thousands of dollars in face value alone. 

As one might expect, there followed considerable litigation over 
title to the gold. Much of this hinged on the time of burial of the 
coins — all were dated before 1857 --as compared with the time when 
the ancestors of the then owners of the house had gotten title to that 

- house. During this time (Sept. 1934-May 1935), despite a court order 
forbidding any sale or redemption of the gold, the relatives of one of 
the boys sold $185 worth of it for face value. Nevertheless, when the | 
Second Circuit Court of Baltimore (Eugene O’Dunne, judge) finally 
awarded the entire hoard to the two boys — over the protests of the 
two lady owners, who had wanted to settle by giving them 25% — there 
were, by one newspaper account, 3558 coins with total face value of 
$11,425.50. 


AMIee 
“ 
MOUR 


URWAMPUMSE Y MUURWAMP& 


18 THE NUMISMATIST 


SEY iQ ise” MOURMAMPLIMSEYMO 


Page 75 of 115 


C By Court decision, the coins were auctioned May 2, 1935 in the 
Li Lord Baltimore Hotel. Perry W. Fuller was auctioneer; Harry O. Levin, 
2 supervising attorney. The printed catalogue shows that the hoard 
realized $19,558.75 for the 438 lots. Some of these catalogues are still 
> extant — those I saw are in Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Library. I give 
a condensed version of the contents: 7 
Li Denomination and date Phila. NO SF. Cc, D. 
¢ $20. 1850 92 5 
1851 79 10 
= 1852 47 2 
2 1853, 54 27, 12 
a 1855 6 12 
«i 1856 ; 1 1 23 
la $10. 1839, 40, 41. 2,1,1 Me 
uses L.D. and S.D 2 1 
< 1845 1 1 aa 
a 1847 13 ; : Sf 
<= 13438 5 2 
— 1849 10 1 > 
- 1851 t : 
7” 1852 1 —_ 
. i854 SE ai ee 7 
a 1855, 1,3 ae | (ae 
' $5. 1934, 35 15, 2 2 > 
‘< 1836, $7 12, 3 | 
1838 6 1 
1839, 40 1,8 <f 
2 1841 1 | 
1842 1 
> 1843 " 5 : 1 | = 
1844 
1845 10 3 
e 1846 4 4 1 as 
1847 20 1 1 1 | 
Y = : Gages — 
= 1850 5 2 © 
2 1851 13 | 
- 1852 20 5 2 > 
1853 12 3 3 
io 1854 11 1 6 .) 
C 1855 15 3 1 > 
7 1856 3 ! 
2 $2.50 1534, 36 2,5 z aa 
< 1843 1 ‘ 1 me, 
1845 2 
ew 1847 1 
= 1848 Hy . > 
= 1850, 51 4, 5 ; 
a =e = 
, ae | 
‘ | Py 
ion $1.00 1849, 50 95, 78 > 
C 1851 452 
1852 322 
te 
2 JANUARY, 1952 19 ) = 
vial ~vi-iclwi-Wi<k~i a 
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‘Denomination and date Phila, N.O, S.F. Cc. Dz. 
18538 976 
1854-1, TT, 1855 215 each 
1856 296 
Various, 1849-56 89 Damaged coins 


The above account is not completely certain, as the catalogue’s list- 
ings of gold dollars contain a few ambiguities. All the coins listed above 
were circulated, most being “very fine.” 


Some of the prices may also be of interest. The single 1856-0 
double eagle, “very fine,” brought $105. (It was the highest-priced item 
in the sale.) The 1849-O eagle, also “very fine,” brought $45. The 1841 
half eagle, “fine, scratch on date” — $26. The 1847-0 half eagle, “fine — 
$22. Most of the other coins brought less than double face. 


By all reasonable criteria, this sale should have ended the affair, 
and the result should have been merely the enrichment of two under- 
privileged boys. However, it didn’t quite turn out that way. In the very 
same month that the auction took place, the two boys got together 
again, and after one told the other that he was “feeling lucky,” they 
went and searched agajn in that same cellar which had yielded them 
the original hoard — and dug up between eight and ten thousand dollars 


more of the same kind of material, after hundreds of other people with 
shovels had found nothing. 


This second hoard likewise became the object of more lawsuits, and 
again was awarded to the two boys on the assumption that it was part 
of the original treasure. And while the litigation was going on, a similar 
clandestine sale took place, this time of $2500 worth (face value) for 
$3005 to one Yale Merrill and his brother — around September 1935. 
The appeals were finally decided at the end of 1937, upholding the 


lower court decisions in favor of the two boys. No auction of the second 


hoard took place, however, and its composition is not definitely known, 
though it was presumably similar to that of the first. 


This hoard unfortunately did the two boys little good, if we may 
judge by their later histories. Both are now dead, the Grob boy having 


died in 1937. By 1936 the other one had already been sentenced to ¢he— 


reform school. The only mementoes of the whole episode are the coins, 
many of which are still owned by local collectors. 


Several other accounts exist of coin finds in Maryland between. 
1924 and 1939, but in no other case is the composition or any other 
definite information known. Contemporary newspaper accounts are 
mostly romantic rhapsodies on buried treasure in general, revealing 
their authors’ ignorance of the facts about the hoards at hand. 


Sources: 

1. Perry W. Fuller — Auction catalogue of May 2, 1935. 

2. Newspaper clipping fille “Treasure Trove,” passim, in Enoch Pratt Library’s 
Maryland Room. 
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Harry Bass Collection. 
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. 3 
30 
1 #610 1834 138 Breen ii-1,8. 2 ~ Proof? OBY. Sma’ i nead. REV. No recutting on E(S) or O(F), large arrowbesds. 
16 2 0 1834 6138 Breen II-1, 8 On Sma head, REV. large arrowheads. 
» 6 3 2 1834 6138 Breen I]-t.A, 23 CBY, Snail head, REV. al arrowheads, 
1 10 183 6140 Breen 1-33. 90 OB. Large “Booby’ head. BEV. Broken (AJM. 
: i] 2 8 1834 6146 Breen [1-3?, 3¢ OBY. Large head, REV, AM a spitt berry. 
} Wook 1834 6140 Breen {1-32, 3) OBY. Large heed. REV. droker M 
+ WT 4 RB 1834 6140 Breen [i-3?, 3E OBY. £ os nead, REY. Tep arrowhead sd 
18 1 0 1835 6141 Proof. 1/18340 Proof, REY. That of d, — 
18 2 8 1835 6141 Breen 2, 1/1834) REY. That of 1834 ), dreken # 
18 63 Rh 1835 G14! poe f 1/1834¢ REY. That of 1834 ¢, split berry. 
PTS iat Ue tea, sea a eel pep rey fo A 
reen TII-2. ad of 37(a). REV. Ja erry. —_— 
19 2 0 18% 6144a Breen It 2, x O3V, Head of 1837(a). FEV, jane eC 2 
9 3 OR 18% 6144a Breen [f[-2. 3¢ O8¥. Head of 1837/4 i}. rE. phen berry. 
20 «1 0 1836 6142 Breen [-?, Ht Pt Head of 1834 30, FEV, Jaggee berry. ine 
20 2 R 1836 6142 Breen [-?, Vv. Head of 1854 30. SV. Jagces ae 
21 «1 0 1836 6143 Breen EI-', 2a)dta) on Wod:fiec head of 1835 1k. Meo crac 
212 R 18% 6143 Breen [1-3 le ma bu hf Modifiec head 1235 1h. No crack. REY. ag hi sit borry of rl iC. Heavily lapped. 
2 10 18% 6143 Breen [I-1.  2(bjD(b}  — O8V. Modified nesd of 1835 14, Crack star 6 - star 12, REV, No ber 
22 2 FR 1836 6143 Breen {I-1. 2(bpDic) —OBV. Modtfiee head 1835 th. REV, ho berry. Crack at shield tg. + 
22 3B 18M 6143 Brees [1-2  2(b)B a. Wod'tiee head 1835 14. REY. Split berry, Shiels ci crusd‘e. sh 
23«1«O 1838 6144 Breen [II-?. ieee! ¥, Heat of 183710). SEV. Wo berry, Crack at shie 
23 2 «8 18% 6143 Breen [I-*, He aay Mod'fiec head 1235 14. REV, He berry. Crack it shila top. 
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2606400 «(1837 6145 Breen 2. 1A Uv Proof. cr Stars &-10 repurched. Crack star @ to date. REV. Berry with stem, Tap of 2 in desowination 


3 40 «1H He] Breen 1. ye berry with broken stew. Crack at left vitg tip. 
1837 6145 Breen 1, ean vith brokes ster. Crack at rh { wing tip, 


WA 


BAe 


_) 


2 0 1838 6146. Brees 1. _— O8V. Stars repunched, REV. That of 1237 Proof Ta. 

rt) R 1838 614 Brees 1. (ava Lo ony ched. 2£¥, That of 1837 Proof 14, lapped. 

27 0 1838 ¢ 514? Breen 1. cheek cepression. FEV, Berry with sten. 

28 0 1838/8 6142 Breen 1. He ON, wa! are stars a5 1838, longer deticles. All of cate repuncted, SEY. That at He i. 

28 Ro 6148 Breen 1. 1/1836 BV, Sead and stars as 1338, longer derticles. 41] of cate repuncsed. BEV, That of 7s 

29 0 ¢ 6148 Breen 2. 262) OSV, Head and cmt fd 1838. 49 repencted. Lapped. REV. Stem ess berry. Branch end Ht 8. Arrows 


touch CA, Final $ 


fl 
R 18390 $183 Breen 2. a(ajyetd} = O8¥. ag ba. ted A vk iN ds Wo crack. Lapped. UPSET STES. REV. Stemless berry. as Fa 
; pouches ict . Cracks: right wiag - teak, ro left vit di 4, arravhe etc. 
0 18390 6153 Breen 2. 2(bje(c) = OBN. a) f i - Cate va REY. § Scealess ber be rte tte tit. “Weak 


1M ing k, neck - left bey ar 
R 1839 6 6153 Breen 2. 2dj)B(c) BV. ‘Low Date’, iw 1 teld. crack tin = eye. REY less be 


leaf stess. tracks: right wing - beak, seck - left ving - 4, arr 


2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
39 9 R 1859/8 ¢ 6149 Breen ¢, i a tnd jd tc te, — repunched. Leoped. REV. Serry with broken stem, Branch end over center 
‘ ou r 
29° °«39:=«R «1839/8 C= 6149 Breen 2, 288) 06, oe whee . 7” rt va appec. No berry. leaves with broker stems. Branch end to 
thru 
30 61 0 $8393 C | 6156 Breen 3, 1(a)/1838C-A a. ok wh es of 1838 ched above 3. Kot tits. Ko crack, pe That of 1838-0, tA, ko 
hg ee CA, Cracks A to head to 2: over rigat wing. 
30 2 0 1838/30 ©6980 Breen 3, t(D) /18380-A a Head stars x 1838. 3 repuached above 3. Not lage. inca sar tia era Le That of 
1 1h. Ho § P. Arowmats clear of. crcl ; 
302 OR 1830/36 = G1E0 Breen 3. 1(b)/18380-4 at hid ae slits of rit “9 repunched abore 3, Mot lappe s trathoe RA Hel AA Het “That of 
: : 1238-C, 1A, No stem to Derry, Arrowheads clear of (A, craths At to bead to 2; over right wing 
3) 64 0 (1839/2 0 6151 Breen 32. ia O8/. Head ane stars of 1838. 39 repunched, Sone stars repuncted. te, Stempet ta loa- ike bey. Strong® 
talons. ANE searly touch. Arrowheses well into CA. crac nrg base of UBIT 
312 RR 1899/2 D B18) _ Brees reen 12. k\ O8Y, Head and stars of 1838. 39 fopmactes Sone stars mid Heavily lepped. Ws berry. Sroken 
an _S _ leaf stens $. Weak talons, AME slightly apart, irrowheads t A . 
210 s8a9 G\giey oarake 12 O3V. "High Date sete in field. 3 lover tnan 8, REY. Naberry. 2 of fraction avay fron bar, Leaf 
. STEMS B1S5* 
2 2 R 18390 6182 Breen 1. ak Staite: iia catered . Fisit 3 lever than 8, REV. Ko berry. 2 of fraction avay fron tar, Leaf Po 
stems missing, crac 
33 61°0 «18390 6153 Sreen 2, 2(a)bib) = OY. Mov Die’, low in fiele. Ho crack. Lapped. SET BIES. REV, Stewless cetry. 2 of fraction 
hacia bar. rt ieaf ste . Cracks: ee wing - deat, neck - left vi arrowhesé - R., etc, 
33.2 «RK «18390 6153 Breen 2. 2 2/2)B{) si low in field. Ko crack, REV. § berry aod leaves, of | th touches bar. fo 
3 
t 
2 


sry. " é gy bar. Week 
2d - Ry at berry, ete. 
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WB: Varieties of U.S. Quarter Eagles original ms. 
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wew NEW VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES GOLD w* 
by Walter Breen 


When I first attempted to list die varieties of gold, I thought 
the subject would be pure caviar, interesting at most a dozen or fifit- 
teen readers, and stimuleting little or no additional research even on 
their part. The results have been far otherwise. A surprising amount 
of correspondence has come my way from collectors interested in the 
various series (half eagles most of #11), including descriptions of 
new varieties and new die states owned by them, and mexamination of 
some extremely rare coins has followed. The present study is an at- 
tempt to bring up to date the material now in print on the four lower 
denominations of gold. (Page references to follow, and all die variety 
numberings, allude to the four monographe in print: Major Varieties 
of U.S.Gold Dollars, Varieties of U-S.Quarter Eagles, Major Varieties 
of toe U.b.Toree + Sols Pisces, and Barly United States Half Eagles 
1795-1838, Hewitt/Inf@ormation Series, 1964-66.) Cooperatién of 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, Leo A. Young, Lester Merkin, Stanley Kesselman, 
Marvin Taichert, Stephen Christy, and Harry Bass is greatly appre- 
ciated and gratefully acknowledged. Other collectors who have helpéd 
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out in smaller measure are too numerous to mention here, but I thank 


them one and all. 
nik a _ i Gd ©... _.a  S 


1834. II-3 should read: 11th end 12th stars recut. 
1835-1 meté should read U close to leaf, not wing. 
1836 III+-?: about 5 now known, two in the Harry Bass collection, a 
third dtecovered by Clarence Rareshide, ex Grant Pierce. 


. 
a ee ee 


1837-1. Later, cracks from both wingtips to borders. 
1838-1. Later, recuttings fade out. John Rowe showed me a gem unc. 
1839/8 D. Rev. Arrows merge in CA, Later, crack through bases of 
UNITED; still later, from rim to second T in STATES to eagle's head--. 
this state quite rare. 
1839 0-1. I, date 39 low, mintmark left of center above 3. Rev. D 


sa _— — ia  )~SCté<S 


low, first S high, and on some specimens (lapped diem?) arrow shafts are 


disconnected from claws. aa 


C\TUON7ZRAACANTTDOVUITAR ATT 


1610. Lat | 
1840. Later, clash mark (?) from wing at left to leg near branch; 
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RESEARCH IN THE ARCHIVES 
GOLD COINAGE REVISIONS BY DATES 


By WALTER BREEN 
CONTINUED 


(SEY 


Philadelphia 

For brevity I omit the quarterly 
figures, but the figures presented are 
valid and all are based on the (some- 
times weekly) reports in the Bullion 
Journals. The totals in American State 
Papers—Finance contain typographical 
errors. Another source of confusion pre- 
viously has been the fact that Director's 
Reports in 1796-7 were ordered by Con- 
gress prematurely. The 1796 report was 
delivered Nov. 29 and consequently a 
delivery of 854 eagles, 2797 half-eagles 
and 897 quarter eagles was included by 
error in the 1797 report although all 
these were made in 1796 to be exact, be- 
tween Dec. 8 and Dec. 22. This is cor- 


rected here. 
$10 $5 $214 
1795 2795 8707 
1796 6934 6196 963 (both types) 
1797 8323 3609 859 
1798 7974 24867 614 


N. B. First coinage of 1798 half-eagles 
Jan. 4, 691 pieces—were these the small 
eagle type? I believe that a study of early 


November-December, 1951 
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gold die varieties would prove that the 
1795 heraldic $5.00 were made in 1798. 
1799 17483 7451 480 Dec. 28 

All other published figures confirmed 
though no explanation appears for the 
unknowns (1801 $5, 1802 $10, 1803 
$2.50). The latter were not carryovers. 
1807. There is no reasonable evidence 
for or against Snowden’s division of the 
$3: 33496 Type I 

50597 Type II 

1808-14. No problems. 
1815. 635 Nov. 13 plus 3 for assay. 
The Coiner had $3661.33 in gold fit for 
coining 12/31/15; no more coined be- 
cause of the Mint fire which made ex- 
tensive repairs necessary to the rolling 
apparatus. 
1818-33. No questions. Figures ob- 
tained (as above) confirm published. 
1834. Motto $5—74709, $2/—4000 
Coinage stopped May 30 anticipating the 
reduction in weight. The Act of 6/28 
became effective on August 1, 1834. 
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Gop AND Sitver Cornace REVISION 
Snowden doubts that the $2.50 were first “specimens” sent the of 
ever issued. No Motto $5—685028, the Treasury for approval were trans- 
$2Y.—112234. mitted August 17; when his letter of 
In 1835-6 approximately $2 million approval arrived is unknown—it has 
of gold of former ratio was recoined; not been found in the Archives. Coinage 


far smaller amounts thereafter. The 
totals are not determinable since ac- 
counting of source of bullion deposits 


is far from complete. The whole amount * 


of gold of former ratio brought into the 
Mint cannot be far below $3 million and 
may exceed it. 

1838. Coinage of Eagles resumed De- 
cember; four “speci coins” sent on 
or before Dec. 10. One of 1838 (and-one 
of 1839) proof is in the Mint Collection. 
1841 Quarter -Eagles. None reserved 


for assay. Evidently they were only a — 


“specimen™ coinage like the half-cents. 
1849. Gold Dollars. Coinage started 
May 8. There exist a few pieces with 
small head somewhat differently exe- 
cuted and placed than on the regular; 
one is in the Mint Cabinet and is the 
first gold dollar proof I have seen and 
the second I ever heard of, moreover 
besides the 1849 $20 it is the only proof 
coin of that date in the collection. Prob- 
ably a pattern as this type head was not 
perpetuated. It is impossible to say when 
the open wreath was replaced by the 
closed wreath; no data are known to 
me on this subject other than letters (far 
later) of the D/M saying that the open 
wreath were the “first issue”. 

1850. Regular $20 coinage for circu- 
lation started March 12. A proof was in 
the J. B. Longacre collection. 


The difficulty here is in assigning a 
delivery of August 19 (56097). The 


124 
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1858. The 2521 eagles did not include 
proofs, as far as can be learned. 


recalled, the “evil” of having two coins 
of different sizes but same value being 
only too apparent. Whether any more 
were actually recoined I have been un- 


able to find out, but the chances are that — 


sy hee on 
account of the suspension of specie pay- 
ments the consequent hoarding of 
what precious metals were available dur- 
ing the Civil War. 

: Later notes on gold coin will be found 
among proof coin notes. 
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GoLp AND Sitver Comnace Revision 
GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE REVISION 
SOUTHERN BRANCH MINTS 
New Orleans ments and repairs before any more 


The records for the first two or three 
years are somewhat confused and in- 
complete for several causes. One of them 
is that investigation which occupied the 
greater part of 1839 in the N.O. Mint 
and resulted in the replacement of the 
Superintendent and Treasurer (respec- 
tively David Bradford and Edm. Forstall) 
by J. M. Kennedy and Horace Cammack. 
This first treasurer (Forstall) seems to 
have been the tool of his clerk, incom- 
petent to do more than sign the papers 
shoved in front of him by that clerk. 
The latter did an unknown amount of 
figure juggling and embezzling. Another 
reason was the death of the Coiner and 
the Melter and Refiner during the in- 
vestigation. These officers might have 
otherwise cleared up much of the con- 
fusion. A third reason is the absence of 
regular monthly reports, the i 
bility jointly of the Treasurer and Super- 
intendent. A fourth is the omission of 
some figures from the that were 
sent in. A fifth is the use of dies of the 
previous year in the current year, though 
this was against the “advice” of the di- 
rector. My reconstruction of the 1838-39 
N.O. coinage figures follows, for the dis- 
puted denominations, and is based on 
all extant material of relevance. 


Half-Dollars Dimes Half Dimes 
1838 ? 489,064 115,000 
1839 162,976 1,121,672 1,016,550 
Dimes 


The first 30, struck May 7-8, 1838 
were not included in later Mint reports. 
Ten were put in the cornerstone of the 
New American Theatre in New Orleans, 
laid the same time; one was sent to the 
Director at Philadelphia (was this the 
specimen now in the Mint Cabinet?) and 
the rest were distributed among the Mint 
officials and workmen in New Orleans. 
Coinage immediately stopped because the 
dime press required extensive readjust- 


108 


and the end of July a 
total of 367,434 more dimes were arr 
the press only by then being i 


condition. Coinage stopped 
of August and the Mint sh 
account of New Orlean’s annual 
fever epidemic. 

Coinage resumed November 30th 
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and included in the 1850 and later Di- 
rector’s Reports called these 35,000 half- 
dimes. The presently published figures 
(402,434 dimes) are a result of the Di- 
rector in 1887 having gone back to the 
pre-investigation reports made by the in- 
competent treasurer Forstall. It is also 
certain that some dimes and half-dimes 
dated 1838 were made in 1839—see be- 
low. 


Half-dimes 


None were reserved for assay in 1838 
highly irregular. It is certain that some 
were struck late in that year, however, 
because a letter of the Superintendent, 
David Bradford, of January 4, 1839 re- 
fers to the fact that all but one pair of 
the half-dimes dies of 1838 were worn 
out. The 1839 dies of dime and half- 
dime denomination were forwarded Jan- 
vary 30, 1839. The exact date of arrival 
is unknown but certainly at least two 
weeks later; the average time required 
was 18 to 19 days. Previous to then were 
struck: 
Dimes Half-Dimes 
Delivered Jan. 16 3,600 70,000 
Delivered Jan. 31 118,000 10,000 


My reconstruction includes these figures 


plus the 35,000 of the November 1838 — 
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GoLp AND SiLver Comnace REVISION 


months after it was struck. He was re- 
sponsible for nope attae sey i 


to be the same as 1840-O—(quite plausi- 
ble, since ordinarily only new obverses 
were sent to the branch mints each year, 
reverses only on requisition to replace 
worn out or broken dies). 


1845-O Quarter Eagles. 

These were struck by January 22, 
1846 from the 1845 dies. The 1846 ob- 
verses only arrived Jan. 24. Only 4000 
were coined, plus four reserved for assay 
which accounts for the scarcity of this 


te. 


yet completely solved. The best estimate 
perhaps would place the number at 
16,000. None were struck in 1849, and 
the 1849 dies were defaced April 1, 
1850. The 1850 dies arrived some time 
before April 5—exact date unknown. 
Coinage reports are missing for the first 
two months, but no quarter dollars were 
then reserved for assay, which indicated 
either no coinage or else only “speci- 
mens”. In March only half-dollars were 
reported as coined. No other coinage 
figures are extant before July. The Mint 
closed on or about April 13, from 
(among other things) lack of a Treasurer 
and it is possible that some kind of hold- 
over took place. The next we hear of 
quarter dollars is when the Mint re- 
opened in July. First delivery July 8, 
16,000. The complete reports from July 
to December are not extant, so it is 
yet impossible to determine (by sub- 
tracting these from the 1850 calendar 
year totals) the amount of previous coin- 


September-October, 1951 


1853-O Coinage without arrows. 
The number is unknown but certainly 

included 160,000 half-dimes (more than 

the Philadelphia coinage). It is very 
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The fact just mentioned, plus the other 
fact that the Coiner’s Dept. in each 
branch mint regularly finished, hardened 
and adapted dies for the individual coin- 
ing presses, and ‘on the recommendation 
of A. L. Snowden (Phila. Coiner since 


to prod.e a mirror like finish; many of 
the coiners in the branch mints having 
had experience in Philadelphia knew how 
to do this. 


delphia until April 8, long after the de- 
fection of New Orleans, and no other 
for 1861 (two dated reverses) had been 
sent December 10, 1860 and had arrived 
with the others by January 7, 1861. Con- 
sequently, the only conclusion that can 
be arrived at is that. the Confederacy 
struck the gold dollars just as they struck 
887 half-eagles at Charlotte and several 
millions in gold and silver at New Or- 
leans all from dies of the U.S. The rea- 
son why the number of gold dollars of 
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1861-D is unknown lies in the simple 
fact that the bullion journals and other 
books of the Dahlonega Mint have not 
been located since the Civil War and 
it is suspected that they are being held 
by private parties in the South. 
Charlotte Mint 

Coinage operations started on March 
28, 1838. No deliveries are recorded in 


1838 Director's Report indicate 1900 
more half-eagles struck. There is no way 
of accounting for this. The bullion jour: 
nal figures I have summarized below cor 
rect a number of erroneous impressions 
tormerly circulated as facts. One of the 
most frequent errors was the inclusion 
in coins Released of pieces actyally ‘re. 
served for assay. This error comes from 


$5.00 $214 
1838 10959 7880 
Im all cases 
not includin. 
assay-pieces 
1839 23425 18140 
1840 1970 a 
Struck by March 9 
12822 
17022 
Regular type. 
In and after April. 


The explanation for the above: 

There was a letter from the Director 
to the Superintendent of the Charlotte 
Mint, Feb. 6, 1840, enclosing quarter- 
eagle dies and saying. “In the half-eagle 
dies sent to you on the 24th ult. your 
Coiner will notice that the border is 
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1841 21467 10281 
1842 27432 6729 
1843 44268 26064 
1844 23631 11622 
Mint burned July 27; closed accounts Dec. 
coinage Oct. 1846. 
12995 4808 


4 gold dollars were i This problem’ 
is solved as follows: Bullion Journal 
1854. Item in Profit and Loss Account 
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will also note that the total of 1854 half- — 


eavles differs by exactly 8 from the totals 
in the Director's Reports. Undoubtedly 
the difference of 8 comes from those same 
assay-coins, 

There are no further problems until 
1855-60, 1861 Under the United States 
of America: 
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were reserved for assay, which indicates 
‘either that they were made at Philadel- 
phia (not very Probable) | or that the 
‘coinage was a “specimen” one of ex: 
ceedingly small size. 
1873-S 

Dies for silver without arrows arrived 
Nov. 16, 1872. The arrows dies arrived 
April 12, 1873. In January and March, 
no silver coinage. But in February, 
though the coinage report is unlocated 
it is on record that one Silver Dollar, 
one Half Dollar and 33 half-dimes were 
reserved for assay. These were, therefore, 
1873-S dated issues. The fewness of 
assay-coins of the $1.00 and 50 cents in- 
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lem, again can be solved only when the 
missing * ig or the bullion journals 
are loca 

There is no historical background for 
the half and quarter dollars coinages of 
1878-S; all were made in February. 
Neither is there any for the 24 dimes of 
1894-S; they were reported in June, 


without comment. 
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NB 43:3 below. 
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1880. B-4. Brilliant prooflike gem, nearly complete 
knife-rim, excellent sharp strike; we lin long 
over this wondering if it is in fact a carelessly made 
Proof, and we are not even now completely certain 
that it is not. Worth a good price for exactly what it 
is; if a business strike, il is unlikely to be equalled 
without a prolonged search. (Photo) 

Obv. as B-1, Rev. Left tip of | minutely below adjacent leaf tip; 


faim recutting within left loops of 88, plainer recutting at left 
withue ©. The dic usaally found on proofs 


1880. Brilliant Prooflike Uncirculated and choice. 
From a minuscule 1,636 mintage! Rare in all grades, 
especially in mint state. 


1881. “Satiny’’ gem Uncirculated. Sharply struck. A 
beuuty and from a low 7,707 mintage. 


1882. Choice Brilliant Prooflike Uncirculated; 
superb! Low 5,125 mintage (Photo) 


1883. Brilliant semi-prooflike Gem Uncirculated. Ax 
nice as they come. Only 11,007 struck. (Photo) 


1883. Another. Frosty Uncirculated. 


1884. Brilliant Prooflike Uncirculated. Low 6,236 
mintage, 
1886. Brilliant Prooflike Unc. Faint Hairline 


1886, Prooflike Uncirculated. cleaned; 1886, EF, traces 
of lustre, polished. Two Pes. 


1888. Frosty Uncirculated. Very scarce, 


1889. **Satiny’’ choice Uncirculated. Popular final 
year of the denomination. Very desirable, 


1889. Another. Brilliant semi-prooflike Uncirculated, 
mostly choice. 


1889, A third. Brilliant About Uncirculated. 


RARE 1885 PROOF 


1885. B-5. Extremely Brilliant Proof. A few lint 

marks and epee flan chips, as made, not im- 

i and most of these on reverse; faint localized 

rev. cloudiness, will yield to ammonia. Very similar 

to “Rio Rancho"’ 67 (though from different dies) at 
$1,400. (Photo) 

Obv. extra outlines on letters. Rev. extra outlines on DOLLAR 

_ wreath except al top. mare prominently at right; die of Beck 

7 * 


QUARTER EAGLES 


CLASIC HEAD 


1834. No Motto, Classic Head. Small Head. Breen BI, 
state I] (R-3). Brilliant e Unc., splendid, 
choice, a remarkable beauty; free of all but the 
most microscopic evidence of ever having been in a 
mint sack. Records in this grade are few though the 
coin is readily obtained in VF for a price. Finer 
than Gibson 99, or than Beck 104, finer even than 
Breen II lot 568. Similar in overall quality to the 
la head coin which brought a resounding 
$4,250 as lot 1062, Stanley Scott sale. Marked 
“Finest Known’? by consignor, which is not going 
to be far from the truth—we have not seen a finer 
business strike from these dies, and the difference 
would be entirely in having one or two fewer mic- 
roscopic bag marks; surfaces cannot be faulted, 
striking quality is equal to any we have seen (the 
localized weakness in central obv. is as made and 
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U.S. GOLD DOLLARS/QUARTER EAGLES 


87 


constant, and doubtless was responsible for the later 
modifications represented by the Large Head of this 
year). Possibly ex Ruby III lot 986. (Photo) 

Small head, papery Phy coal Seed mein dann bt first A 
almost touche: + jiagonal te stripe; 
ng recuttings or Dagon 6 letters; not yet cnacited aie wing tip tor, 
border. 


1834, No Motto. Extremely Fine Plas with considera- 
ble remaining mint lustre, nicely struck, lightly 
nicked in a few places about the rims. 


1834. Another. Very Fine plus, no outstanding nicks, 
scratches, or bruises, just the light even wear of the 


grade. 


1835. VF/EF, some lustre, softly struck, lightly nicked 
in &@ few places about the rims. 


1835. Another. Very Fine, traces of lustre. 


1835. A third. Very Fine. A faint bit more wear than 
preceding. 


1836. Head of 1835. B, B2, state I. Brilliant Unc., 
paul light evidence of a sojourn in a mint or bank 
; rather weakly struck in centers. The variety is 
often enough seen in lower grades, but it is 
unheard-of in full unc.; the most recent auction re- 
cord we could locate for this variety in mint state 
was lot 923, **Cicero’’ sale (New Netherlands 55th, 
Dec. 1960), and that piece was scratched up. A very 
few other 1836's have sold in this grade from diffe- 
rent dies, mostly at prices a little under the 1834 
even though rarer than the latter. (Photo) 


The familiar variety with crack from rim 6th star, L, hair 
just abowe car, but not reaching border, no cracks through letters 


1836. Head of 1835, sume dies, state [V. About Une., 
some brilliance, same central weakness of striking 
as on last (and others of this type), various bag 
marks including a couple of small plain rim nicks on 
cither side. Finer than lots 1803-4 in our 1974 
GENA sale. Identical twin of Breen I lot 56 at $950, 
and not impossibly the same coin. (Photo) 

Cracks through bases of STATES. 


1836. Extremely Fine, considerable lustre, usual strike | 


with soft central detail, mostly choice. 


1836. Another. Most details and surfaces Very Fine, 
though some details are only Fine. 


1839/38C. B-2. Obv, Extremely Fine, rev. Very Fine; _ 


surfaces consistent with a of VF or better. 


Minutely nicked in a couple of places about reverse 


rim. 
Late state, overdate mo longer plain. 


CORONET TYPE 


1841 C. B-2 (high R-6, nearly R-7). Brilliant About 
Unc., usual extensive minute indications of having 
been in a mint or bank sack; mediocre strike, but we 
have never seen a really sharp impression from these 
dics. Lamination defect on broad border outside de- 
ntils opposite [1th star and below, as madc, Rev. 
superior to obv, but has a couple of small nicks in 
knife-rim, This is at least tied for best seen from 
these dies; finer than the Gilhousen, Beck, 1974 
GENA, or other examples seen, and one of the best 
met with for the date. (Photo) : 
Rev. different from 1840, serif of C buried in feather, clash mark 


from beak to wing, heavy crack from winptip to left border. Dic of 
Gilhousen 132, Beck 111. 


1841 D. Nearly AU, much mint brilliance, several 
light rim nicks on cither side, various tiny field bag 


marks. Apparently unknown in mint state, this is as 
fine as we have seen in many yeurs, except for the 
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GOLD DOLLAR/QUARTER EAGLES 


1798 1889, B-2. Very sharp Choice Uncirculated, last year of 
issue specimen. Magnificent soft toning enhances ap-— 
pealing satin-like surface. ($500.-600.) 


QUARTER EAGLES 
CAPPED BUST RIGHT 
HERALDIC EAGLE DESIGN (1797-1807) 


1799 1806/4, B-1. Details range from VG to nearly VF in 
sharpness, surfaces lightly porous and nicked; a glass 
discloses signs of repair in several places, effective 
enough that it is impossible to tell if solder ever touched 

: this coin—more likely initials or the like were re— 
moved, Acceptable example of this rarity, only 1,136 
made (the other 480 for the year were 1806/5 coins). 
Ex Gilhousen 105, laconically described as “VG”. 

(Photo) ($2,000.-up) 


1800 1807. Only the one variety; popular final year of the de— 
sign. Details range from Fine to VF, surfaces granular, 
especially below central obv., above central rev.; rim 
nick above first T of STATES, slightly bent area above 
B. A glass shows that edge right of that area has been 
smoothed down (not visible from either side), but there 
are no other definite signs of repairs. (Photo) 
($1,500.-up) 


CLASSIC HEAD—LIBERTY CAP REMOVED 
MOTTO REMOVED FROM REVERSE 1834-1839 
Diameter 18.2mm; Reeded edge 


1801 1834. Large or “booby” head. B-C2, not in original mono- 
graph: differs from all others in having semi-split 
berry, its two halves almost joined, its stem normal; 
fraction free of bar; A free of wing, M normally 
formed. State LU, with crack from rim through left 
wingtip, but as yet without the cracks through bases 
of AMER, Brilliant borderline 


minute marks to sustain a grade of unc.; other 
signs of handling, several tiny rim nicks. Rarity 6. 
(Photo) ($600,-700.) 


1802 1835. B-1. Rev. Dic of 1834 Il-3 (U in UNITED close to 
leaf; A M apart; split berry). Extremely Fine, the 
attractive surfaces retaining much original mint lustre 
around the devices; a couple of barely discernible rev. 
edge nicks, otherwise without any blemishes of more 
than microscopic importance. ($575.-675.) 


1803 1836. Head of °35. B. II-2, state IV: cracked from rim 
through 6th star to L, hair, and rim between last two 
stars, a branch going towards chin; cracked through 
STATES OF. Brilliant Borderline Unc., centers weak 
as almost always, elsewhere sharp; small plain obv. 
field scratch, rev. faint pin scratches; faint traces of old 
cleaning, but overall very pleasing and very far above 
average. Believed to be Ex. “Cicero” sale (New Nether— 
lands SSth), lot 923. (Photo) ($900.-1,250.) 


1804 1836. Head of °35. Another B, II-2, but state I—crack 
through 6th star to L, none of the others. Just VF, 
traces of mint lustre, plain shallow border dent oppo— 
site second star. ($250.-375.) 


1805S 1836. Head of 1837. (Readily identified by hair sloping 
back abruptly above headband, very distant from 
star). Rev. Elongated claw-shaped berry broken 
from stem; die of Grant Pierce 1091. B. III-2. 
Fine, traces of lustre around letters, usual minute 
marks, small obv. rim dent. Very rare, probably hi 
R-6, 
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1806 1836. Head of 1837, B.-C3, not in original monograph. 
Same obv. as preceding; rev. of B. Il-2, above, and 
cracked the same; three cracks from rim to device, 
through 6 and above 3rd and 12th stars. Obv. a little 
short of EF, rev. well within that level, some mint 
lustre; centers weakly struck as usual: usual minute 
bag marks, several tiny rim nicks. Extremely rare, no 
auction records recent enough to mean anything; this 
variety discovered by Harry Bass and believed to be 
still low Rarity 7. (Photo) ($325.-425.) 


1806A 1837. B-1. Seventh star points almost between two curls; 
tev. without stem to berry. Die state IV cracked from 
ninth star down into hair past Y (compares with Gil- 
housen lot 121). VF overall with some deails of hair 
and rev. eagle device approaching EF in sharpness. 
Generally well struck, though with some of the usually 
seen flatness of detail at central obverse. Half a dozen 
or so rim nicks, both sides, one of the more noticeable 

ones about 11:00 o'clock of obverse. Rarity 4. 
($325.-425.) 


1807 1839-O. B-1. Mintmark on obv. above date. Small arrow- 
heads, widely spaced ‘4. State Il: cracked from 2 in 
denomination to uppermost leaf point, through I in 
UNITED to border; also bases of ITED. Almost Un- 
circulated, the surfaces retaining almost complete 
original mint lustre, nicely overlaid with highly attrac— 
tive touches of antique reddish-gold patina. (Photo) 

($1,200.-1,600.) 


1808 1839-O. Same dies as last, B—1; same die state. Extremely 
Fine, with generous splashes of the original mint frost 
around the devices on either side. A very attractive 
example of the only year of this design from the New 
Orleans Mint. ($650.-775.) 


CORONET TYPE 1840-1907 
Diameter 18 mm; Reeded Edge 


1809 18400. B-1; low date, plainly double-punched 18 (only 
the one variety). Strong Very Fine with traces of re— 
maining mint surface. One tiny obv. rim nick about 
2:30 and a faint pin scratch on Liberty's cheek other— 
wise less than usual evidence of handling for the grade. 
One of those mintmarks not supposed to have been 
made according to the Mint Director's annual report 
and for this reason long considered an extreme rarity. 
Borderline R-S. ($750.-900.) 


1810 18450, another. Also a strong VF with similar sharpness 
to the last coin but with brighter (cleaned) surfaces. 
One tiny rev. rim nick (11:00 o'clock) and normal light 
evidence of handling for the grade. ($700.-850.) 


The Scarce 1848 
1811 1848. B-2, the only dies used for business strikes. Very 
Fine or better, some mint lustre, some light bag marks; 
obv. nicked on device and lower rim. Rare, in high de— 
mand. (Photo) —— ($800.-1,000.) 


One of the Finest Known 1848 “CAL” 


1812. 1848 CAL over eagle. Brilliant, sharp, prooflike, but has 
suffered superficial oby. ficld scratches; light hairlines. 
Full mint sharpness except on left wingtip and parts of 
eagle's neck and leg feathers, which were not well 
struck up. Believed to be one of 5 or 6 top examples; 
considerably finer than the EF in Stack’s May 1974 
sale, lot 362, at $8,000, Rarc, probably between 2% 
and 3% surviving out of 1,389 originally minted in 
December 1848 from the 320 oz. native gold shipped 
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$242 CHARLOTTE GOLD 


1838-C. B-1. Only the one variety of the year seen to date. 
Obverse, fully Very Fine in sharpness, the reverse, more 
like Fine, the field above eagle’s head reworked, prob- 
ably to remove some light surface damage. Still, a 
thoroughly acceptable example of this very rare date, 
only a mere 7,880 struck, of which only a tiny frac— 
tion of 1% thereof survive today in all grades. 

($500.-600.) 


1840-—C, B-3, not in original monograph (Rarity—5). Recut 
1 in date, Rev. C mintmark rests against end of 
feather; the identical dies of “Quality Sales” September, 
1973 coin, lot 1032. Very Fine, rather boldly struck, 
the surfaces a trifle granular from mingling in a bag. 
Very rare, only 12,822 minted. ($675.-825.) 


1841-C. B-2. Serif of small C mintmark obliterated by 
feather; plain die clash mark from beak to wing. Sharp— 
ness of Extremely Fine, bolder than usual, with faint 
traces of mint lustre. One small obv. border nick, but 
no other handling marks worthy of description. Very 
rare, this variety R-7. Low mintage of only 10,281 
coins. ($650.-800.) 


1843-C, B-B 1(High Rarity—4). Large date, showing double 
outlines above base of 1 and below base of 843; rev. 
with large C mintmark overlapping feather. Nearly 
Extremely Fine, a little softly struck near centers but 
with highly lustrous surfaces, overlaid with beautiful 
sprinklings of iridescent reddish-gold patina; highly 
attractive. ($650.-800.) 


1843-C. Same dies at last, B—BI. Very Fine, the obv. really 
closer to Extremley Fine in sharpness. Attractive sur— 
faces, with no blemishes of more than microscopic 
importance. ($600.-750.) 


1847-C. B-1 (low Rarity—4). 1 and 7 in date touch bust. 
Rev. with die rust under first T in STATES; C mint- 
mark heavily overlaps stem. Very Fine, striking quality 
about the same as last, with obv. bolder than reverse. 
Very scarce date and mintmark, only 23,226 struck. 

($550.-700) 


1848-C, B-1 (Rarity—5). Date slants down to right; faint 
die file marks at border right of 8 and below first star. 
Late die state: in addition to the usual cracks from 
wingtips to borders, the die has further cracked from 
rim to top of E in STATES and from base of M in 
AMERICA to eagle. Very Fine, some areas closer to 
Extremely Fine, partly lustrous and rather attractive. 
Rare, only 16,788 pieces minted in all. ($600.-800.) 
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WB's copy P.T.A. Breen 2 6/1975. 
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grumiaky in planchet (before striking), three shal- 
ow ant completely trivial rim dents, not worth de- 
cat of esas ay maar" aaeen; aleevig ak ile 
one a 
condition, and certainly an outstanding picce for the 
collecter in need of this design. This is the twin of 
- Roach-Grant, Pierce-Miles coin (lot 96); it is 
tly finer than Ullmer 360 (which was rubbed in 
Fields) at $5,750. It has nest neon exceeded Pea ial 
ity in many years, and not been e re 
matched in the last couple of decades, (Photo) 


RARE 1832 


$66 1832. B-1. only the one varicty. Obtained as **BU,” 
this is a b borderline Unc. with a few tri- 
vially minute handling marks. Much finer than Beck 
102 or that in the Merkin Sept. 1967 sale, this is very 
similar to WGC 98 and Bell 1 98, and the identical 
twin of Winter 501 at a record $5,500. Lovely. 


(Photo) 
567 1832. Another. of EF, somewhat porous sur- 
’ faces more like VF; several tiny rim nicks, one on 


obv. Finer than Lovi-Turrini piece and at least equal 
to Gilhousen 116. (Photo) 


CLASSIC HEAD, LIBERTY CAP REMOVED 
MOTTO REMOVED FROM REVERSE 1834 - 1839 


SUPERB 1834 


568 1834. No motto, Brilliant Unc., choice; as well struck 
as this comes, which is not saying a great deal, and 
with a single tiny rev. rim nick, but a genuinely mint 
state example and as such a rarity, lately quoted in 
middle four figures for the a aa alone. Excellent 
match for Gibson 99. (Pho 


First bead. i connate Aon om 4 ascent “pane 
Heavy arrows, towe and almost 
State I], with the crack from wing tip to r. border. 


569 1834. Another B.-Bl. Extremely Fine with considera- 
ble glossy prooflike surface. Light edge bruises o 
posite fourth and fifth stars, no other contact m 
worthy of description. 


CHOICE 1834 


S70 1834. "Large Head,’* Brilliant borderline Une., many 
very light handling marks, several minute rim nicks, 
reasonably sharp strike. Obtained as ‘'Ch BU,"* of 
course; evidently never passed from hand to hand. 
but it remained in « mint or bank sack a littl too 
long. Equal to Winter 502 at $750, but will bring 
more. Apparently ex Turrini 606, (Photo) 

“Booby head,"” clase to 4. B. CS a tied one 
similar to L-¢ including the defective M, but without the 
amgressions oa middle it, of the cecuttings on OF FC, and 
the | leaf is closer to U, R-6) 


S71 1834. No Motto, B-C |. (Low R-4). Brilliant, frosty 
About Unc. Very nice definition. Faint rim nick 
opposite sixth star. A hi ey desirable specimen from 
the initial year of the C Head Design. (Photo) 
Oby. ae Lae teat wit unced oye tye Ree ae AM. of 

well apart; firs. T of STATES low 


$72 1834. Another B-Cl. Extremely Fine, Nearly as nice as 
esac though with slightly less remaining lustre. 
ney toning. A tiny nick on rev. rim opposite M of 
AMERICA, but no other marks significant cnough to 
Single out for mention. 


573 1835. B-3. Very Fine, somewhat weak central detail 
(usual for may: Considerable lustre, and only faint 
bag marks. Very rare variety, high R-6 (13-30 
known). 
Taller beacl, 13th star closer to hair, ribbon end almost 
comealed by curl. Rev. stemless berry; ear N, 
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1836, B-B2. Head of 1835. Very Fine. Two or three 
tiny obv. rim nicks, some fine hairlines. 
Rev. No berry; one arrow close to thick part of curve of C, another 
touches front of left base of A. Die state LV. Promineatly cracked 
tecouph sinih othe, ih a as etc. Fine rev. cracks through 


1836. B-C2. Head of 1837 Frosty About Unc. Some- 
what weakly struck, Reseciaii at centers, as usual 
tor the date and type. A couple tiny nicks on both 
rims. Very rare variety, R-6, in an unusually fine 
state of Lenard on (Photo) 


pec em sg pre oes k shove headband. Rev. & ied claw- 
reel mane aie bed practically frac- 
So ter eockan!Guneieeiioe aie'Getea-54 in Breen | sale. 


1838. B-1. pean Unc. with much remaining mint 
lustre. ser ycllow color. Faintly nicked on rim 
Spree 10th star and even fainter “iasignificant bag 


Roce raion 1856“ Head", Rev. plain stem t0 bers 
U acer kcal, ST low, AT oper “ =: 


1838. B-1, Another. tee tna iasttaw: acene' te 
sharper than preceding. Most of the original surface 
intact, Somewhat more prooflike than lustrous. 
Fairly noticeably nicked in three er four placcs about 
the rims, otherwise choice. 


1838. A third B-1. Extremely Fine to About Unc. 
Mostly lustrous and well struck. Four or five very 
tiny nicks on oby. rim, and faintly hairlined. 


TWO EXAMPLES OF THE SCARCE 
1838-C 


1838 C. About Unc., peach Sida. ta as **Bor- 
derline ee ernie a! zt i ee teks 
apparently as made), with sever: y nicks, 
mostly on obverse. (The depressed line on cheek 
extending to second star is from foreign matter in 
die; compare those in New Netherlands 49th and SSth 
sale, our 1974 GENA sales, ete.) In this condition 
very rare; equal to Walton 2765 and Miles 106, much 
finer than in the 1974 ANA Convention sale. 
(Photo) 
Only the one varicty; late cic state, with Doth reverse cracks. 


1838 C. Obverse, fully Very Fine in sharpness. the 
reverse, more like Fine, nd field above *s head 


reworked, probably to remove same light surface 
damage. Still, a peep = ge dag parser of 
this very rare date, only a mere struck, of 


7,880 
which o a tiny fraction of % thereof survive 
today in all grades. (Photo) 


OVERDATE 


1839/8, B-|. Extre Fine to AU, ‘Pcipalcleaaics mint 
surface. Faintly nic in four or five places about 
oby. rim. Scattered tiny bag marks. Rare, high R-4 
and possibly R-3, approximately 100 estimated sur- 
vivors. Popular overdate. 

Only the one vancty. 


OVERDATE 


1839/38 C. B-2. Obvy. of Ex. Fine sharpness, rev. VF; 
surfaces consistent with VF or cogil The light bag 
marks are not worth mention except for a couple 
minute rev. mm nicks. Twin of Miles 108 and possi- 
bly the identical specimen. (Photo) 

Late state, overdate co longer plain. 
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WB’s annotated Stack’s 6/1957. 








(EE cn ee 

ASWNdN VAUD 
OWATSWNdNVMUNOW AT a] liiajin. if qi 
SWAdNVMYNOWATS Wd 
VMUNOWATSWANdN VM OO) 
O ‘\ NiIGNVNWAaOWAHSIPNTTAIN Vitic IVVAH 
7 OWAASWNdW 
WA TSWNdN VMN 
O INVMUNOWAA 
S OWAASWNdW 
WA TSWNdN VMN 
O INVMUNOWAA 
S OWAASWNdW 
WA SWNd NAVMAN 
OWAASWId NVM IOWATSW Id AVMUNONATS 


Page 103 of 115 


So SoC SCS 


MS 


EYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSEY MO 


URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


SILVER DOLLARS, GOLD COMMEMORATIVES, GOLD COINS 


1059 CIRCULATED DOLLARS. 1880, 1884 ‘CC’, 1886 ‘O’, 1891 ‘O’, 1900 ‘S’. 
V. Good to Ext. Fine. 5 Pieces. 
1060 PEACE DOLLARS. 1921, 1922 ‘S’, 1934 ‘S’. Very Good to Extremely Fine. 
3 pieces. 
U.S. TRADE DOLLARS 


1051 1873 First year of issue. Brilliant Proof, hairlines in field. 3§- 
1062 1873 ‘CC’ About Very Fine. 12-18 borwk 
1063 1873 ‘S’ Brilliant Uncirculated. ° 3 2'¢_ 
1064 1874 ‘CC’ Brilliant Uncirculated. 32% 
1065 1875 Brilliant Proof. Scarce. Worth $65.00. L 657 
10 1875 ‘S' About Uncirculated. J 5- 
1067 i875 ‘CC’ Fine, 1877 Very Fine. 2 pieces. 9 ~ . 
1068 6 ‘S’ Very Fine, 1877 ‘S’ Fine. 2 pieces. “7 
1069 “1877, 1877 ‘CC’ Very Fine. 2 pieces. 27 __ 
1070 1878 ‘S’ Lightly toned Uncirculated. ca une. OK 
_ 1071 1879 Brilliant Proof. 14 
1072 1880 Brilliant Proof. </ ~ it 
1073 1881 Brilliant Proof, some hatin = 


U. S. GOLD COMMEMORATIVES 


1076 1903 McKinley $1.00, Uncirculated Gem. ~! 

1077. 1903 Jefferson $1.00. Uncirculated Gem. 29 

1078 1904 Lewis & Clark, $1.00, Uncirculated Gem. Worth $165.00. 162% 
1079 1915 Panama Pacific. $1.00. Uncirculated. | 9~ 

1080 1915 Panama Pacific. $2.50. Uncirculated, however burnished, S> 
‘1081 «1916 McKinley $1.00. Uncirculated os t oT 

1082 1922 Grant $1.00. Uncirculated. Se FS 

1083 1922 Grant with Star. $1.00, ee és— 67 &G 

1084 1926 Sesqui $2.50. Uncirculated. y~ 


U. S. GOLD COINS 


1085 $1.00 GOLD. 1856 Fine, Nichi) 
1086 — 1862 Extremely Fine. 1% 
1087 $2.80 GOLD. 1339 ‘O° Brilliant Uncirculated Gem. AUS. 7-58. yp i=wor 


1088 — 1903 Extremely Fine. o— 35- 

1089 — 1911 Very Fine. J bole 
1090 — 1915 Very Fine. 

1091 — 1928 Extremely Fine. 


1092 — 1929 Very Fine. 

1093 $3.00 GOLD, 1854 Fine. 

1094 — 1855 Very Fine. 

105 — 1870 Extremely Fine. Scarce. 
10% = $8.00 GOLD. 1914 ‘D’ Very Fine. 
1097 $10.00 GOLD. 1892 ‘CC’ Very Fine. 
1098 — 1932 About Uncirculated. 
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py ANA 1952 WB's copy. 


Office Co 


ASWNdNVMYNOWAASWNNdNVMaN 
NONATSWNOdW Ve A A 
ISSA NdNVMUNOVN Od 
NVMUNOWAAS Ni MA, 
LOWATSNNdW VD IALA A 
ISWAdNVAOO 

VVMUNOW ADS MA 
TWN Vig OV AG 
OBR Od IN 
AS WESRREY LD 
1A Va WA 
AS 
WVMdaiOWAds 








qvostzvoO 


OWAHSNDd 
SWLd NVM 
VMANOWAA 
OWAYHSW 1d 
SWDd NVM! 
VMANOWAA 
OWAYSWN Dd 


Page 105 of 115 


WWOd NVMANOWAAYSNDd NVM) 





OW. VMANOWAHSN Dd NVMANOWAA 
S DNAX SN Dd NVMANONAYHSN Dd AN 
VMe NdNVMANOWAYHYSNDdNVMaf) 


OW, IMANOWAYSNDd NVMANOWAA 
S DNAYSNDdNVMANONWAXSW dN 
VM meee Cd NVM ADONAYSNDdNVMal) 


OW, meee NVA OOWAYHYSWDdNVMAOWAA 
S fe NAASADd NVMANONAHSWdN 
VM NOdNVMANONAYHSNDd NVM) 


OW, VTMANOWAYSWDdNVMANOWAA 
SW DN AHSAN Dd NVMANOWAAYSANNdN 
VM NdNVMANONAYHYSNDdNVMaL) 
O Srererey MUON AXYSWDdNVMAYNONAHYS 


Page 106 of 115 


Janis-Breen Checklist ms. 
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1834 Proof-like. 
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6922 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 LSA 


Bivd., Suite 600, Los A 





29 May 1980 
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Mr. Walter Breen 
Post Office Box 352 
ol 


Dear Mr. Breen: 


IN VW 


I have in my possession a wonderful 1834 $2. 

the consignor thinks that it is a Proof and is not willing to take David's 
word for a final decision. He requested that we s the coin to you. I 
know you are not thrilled about receiving things in the mail, but could it 
be done, and what would your charges be? 


50 in PL condition. Unfortunately, 
' 


Sincerely, 


Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business 
Established 1953 


E¥MOURWAMPUMSE YMUU 
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Gold New Varieties ms. 
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+RO2xRet. 

1802-4. This should read: 1st star recut, 9 points showing. Right 
edge of upright of E over space. Later, crack from wingtip at r. to 
border. 

1804. Mintage figure should read 3327 in all. This was a typographical 
error; the division is correct. The two varieties are respectively Agams ; 
1 and 2; the 15-star variety is represented in Agams b Earle & 2502 
and Malcolm Jackson 99. | 

1821 through 22 55. A few mpky more proofs have turned up of most 
of these dates but in no case enough to affect rarity levels. For 
1824 there is also a "one-sided" proof, ex Woodin 940, ex Cleneay. For 
1825 the two m varieties are Adams 1 and 2 respectively. 


| 
£8224 507, The proof reported is xkm Woodin 945, also ex Clenway, and 


also one-sided, the reverse being of proof sharpness but with mint 
bloom (unpolished die). On a11 genuine "one-sided proofs" the obv. is 
perfection with mirror surfaces, the rev. with mint bloom; this holds 


vane] OQ) 


for all denominations in which they are knovn. ! 

1834. II-3 should read: 11th end 12th stars recut. 

1835-1 sheté should read U close to leaf, not wing. | 

1836 III-2: about 5 now known, two in the Harry Bass collection, a : 
third discovered by Clarence Rareshide, ex Grant Pierce. 

1837-1. Later, cracks from both wingtips to borders. 

1838-1. later, recuttings fade out. John Rowe showed me 4 gem unc. 

1839/8 D. Rev. Arrows merge in CA. Later, crack through bases of 
UNITED; still later, from rim to second T in STATES to eagle's head-- 
this state  uite rare. 

1839 O-1. I, date 39 low, mintmark left of center above 3. Rev. D 
low, first S high, and on some specimens (lapped diem?) arrow shafts are 
disconnected from claws. 
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1840. Later, clash mark (7) from wing at left to leg near branch; 


W. 
UN 
\ 
EYMC= 


EYM( 
URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


URW- 


Page 109 of 115 
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ARDM 1913 
p.8 San Francisco Mint new Superintendent Thadeus W. H. Shanahan succeeds Frank A. Leach 


whom served between August 1897 and November 1907 becoming Director Of The Mint. Having 


resigned latter position in 1909 was reappointed in 1912 as Superintendent Of The Mint to fill a 
vacancy caused by the death of Edward Sweeney. 

Denver Mint Frank Downer gone (retired to San Diego) Thomas Anear succeeded him. F. 
Downer held position since September 3, 1902. 


Assay Office Charlotte closed June 30 1913. Congress failed to make provisions for support 
beyond that date, such pieces of equipment were valuable for further use were shipped to other 
institutions. 

As for the Charlotte Mint in November 1835 Levi Woodbur [bv check sp] was notified by 


Secretary Of The Treasury Samuel McComb who had been appointed to select site for Charlotte 


Branch, he had purchased from William Carson and F. L. Smith a full share containing near four 


acres of land for $1,500.00. Proposals for erecting of building were advertised for in the Charlotte 


Journal, Washington Globe, Richmond Enquirer and the North Carolina Standard. Contract was 
awarded to Perry Ligon of Raleigh [bv check sp] North Carolina on October 15, 1835, at 
$29,800.00 to be completed by January 1 1837. The cost of machinery, to be furnished by the 


Director Of The Mint at Philadelphia is estimated at $15,000.00. Coleman Sellers & Sons, Phila. 


Furnished the steam engine shaft and etc. for $8,297.00 while Merric, Agnew & Tyler draw 
benches and etc. for $6,690.00 this equipment was shipped to Charlotte in April of 1837. 
Considerable difficulty occurred in transporting the heavy machinery to Charlotte, and the steam 
engine was not set up until the middle of August. John H. Wheeler of North Carolina was 
appointed as the first Superintendent. J. H. Gibbon and John R. Bolton of Pennsylvania were 
appointed Assayer and Coiner respectively. In December of 1837 the Secretary Of The Treasury 
was advised as the deposits of gold had amounted to $130,600.00 and the coinage at $84,165.00. 
The dies for this coinage were made at Phila. Mint and in transporting them the Director of Phila. 
Mint urged Col. Wheeler, the Superintendent to hasten the coinage, and mentioned that although 
the dies were dated 1838, there was no objection to using them in 1837. The reason given for this 
haste was that the equipment might be tested and particularly the operation of the coinage press 
by steam power, which was regarded as in some degrees as experimental. The application of 
steam power to coinage was first made in this country at the Phila. Mint in 1836. 

On the night of July 27 1844, it was nearly destroyed by fire, which occurred in the Coining 
records being stored in the vault, were not injured. Mr. Caldwell the Superintendent reported that 
evidently the fire was the work of a thief. As his living apartments [bv confirm] had been entered 
and articles stolen. 

The present building was authorized by Act of March 3, 1845, and was completed at a cost of 
$31,572.97, and occupied in 1846, and used for coinage purposes until May 1861, when North 
Carolina entered the Confederacy and operations were suspended. The building was used during 
the Civil War as a Confederate hospital. In 1867 the Assay Office at Charlotte was reestablished 
by Act of Congress dated March 19 and was maintained as such until the close of Fiscal Year 
1913. 

The mint at Dahlonega [correct sp] was never reopened after the Civil War. Coinage operations 
were resumed at New Orleans after the Civil War, but were suspended and the coining machinery 
removed in 1910. 
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Probably purchased around 1915 (7) because coin came from Henry Chapman and 
cost $7.50. The original ticket with lot. Grading by the 

a! ee ee would be 
evenkcoaaca 


1834 rials fern ype. Prooflike Brilliant Uncirculated with fain 
I-: gaz 


1836 Nice Very Fine. Scarce. 


1833 


t handling mar 
fm Ip rte ith 


1837 
1838 Broad rim with narrow denticles. Attractive pale original toning. Choice Extremely 
Fine. 


Fine-Very Fine. Low mintage. Scarce. 


1839-0 Mint mark above date on obverse. Nice Very Fine. Scarce. 
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é ‘ 
B4 nT mory~n, IP3RC . cL) 
Lot No. 109 MN AlL~7 

_ f) 

1839-C prs mark above date. Recut 39. Faint die breaks on obverse A choice lestous x. AY Sp -_ 

t Uncirculated struck. (With the H. Chapman, Jr. envelope ol > 

peer the original owner paid $4.00 for this coin.) PLATE ey af 

1839-D ie over 38. Mint — above date. Very low mintage. eae iy place with ) 
ination at TES o 


reverse. Overall Fine-Very Fine 


1841-C Attractively toned. Choice About Uncirculated. Sharp strike. ef-ov 82 Aj 
LLL 


1843 _—_ Large date. Very Fine. 
1843-D Mint mark high, touches end of arrows. Choice Very Fine. 


1843-O Small date. Faint die crack connects bottom of date. Mint mark high. Choice 
Extremely Fine. 
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the rarities they just cherrypicked from some walk-in yokel.. 
Prov. 20:14; Isaiah 24:16. Compare double standard. 

Even some of the least educated display the title 
“Professional Numismatist", like Eeyore’s tail pinned to his 
rump. 

Their pitfalls are greed, dishonesty, and stupidity. For 
antidotes, see preceding. 


God bless the rare exceptions. 


collateral damage n.phr. What war does to innocent bystanders and 
the earth: nukespeak euphemism. Kidron & Smith {1983}, Part 
Six. 


collecting v. Often, addictive possession. Compare numismatics, 
numismatists, coin collectors, cherrypickers, coin dealers. 


Sy¥ssyustsy < « 
Dee Dee Dee 


consequences n. 1. Generic karma. Compare causality. 2. The waves 


RWA 


you make. 

This Dictionary’s? Those I hope to see: referendums 
held; laws improved or repealed; victimless crimes’ penalties 
abolished; the more corrupt politicians and demagogues 
ousted; the more oppressive churches deserted; taboos laughed 
out of existence: a world worth living in. Those I fear: 
censorship, enemies’ lies and calumnies, trumped-up charges, 
prison, bookburning, riots, bloodshed, civil war. 


YOUR MOVE! 
--Carved sidewalk graffito, Milpas St. just north of 
Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara. 
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